
S.P.B.C. SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER. 
 

FROM THE PRESIDENT - PAT HOBSON.  

This month has been a good one at the club, getting ready for another Congress and finalizing a few outstanding tasks.    

      Thank you to two very generous Members who have donated cash to the Club. Both amounts are going towards 

new “equipment stations” which have been made for our club. They should be delivered early next week. It was so 

extremely generous of you both, and we thank you from all of us.  

      The front desk has been particularly busy with subs etc. A big thank you to the volunteers who man the desk 6 days 

a week, it is quite a demanding task at times. Our club is lucky that our volunteers are so generous with their time. Pat   
 

FORTHCOMING  SEPTEMBER  COMPETITIONS.          

GNOT Heat 4 SPBC 3 of 3     -  Wed 22/8, 29/8, 5/9. Gp.         Red Eclectic Saturday 2 of 2 -  Sat  15/9, 22/9.  

Red Eclectic Thursday 3 of 3  -  Thur 30/8, 6/9, 13/9.               GNOT Zone Final GCBC     -  Sat  15/9. Gp.     

SPBC Butler Pairs Congress   -  All day Sat 8/9. Rp.          Graded R.R. Red Teams        - Mon 17/9, 24/9.   

SPBC Swiss Teams Congress -  All day Sun 9/9.Rp.                     Graded David Read Teams    - Sun 23/9. Finals.   

Red Eclectic Tuesday 2 of 2   -  Tues 11/9, 18/9.               Tandoori - Across the Field   - Friday 28/9.     

Graded Mitchell Pairs             -  Wed 12/9, 19/9, 26/9.                                                                                  
 

RESULTS OF AUGUST  COMPETITIONS:  

GNP Heat 1 Gold mp.        - 4/8, 11/8 & 25/8.  Liz Jones and Rita Morris. 

Graded R.R.Teams      - 6/8, 13/8.              J. Dawson & R. Morris and G. Jewell & Stephanie Chapman (Blk). 

    “         “        “                              “       “                 S. Jury & J. Taverner and M. Congreve & M. Goltz (Red).  

Graded Mitchell Pairs      - 17/8, 24/8.            J.Dawson & J.Masters (Blk) and R. & P. McLachlan (Blue). 

70% Achievers.               - 15/8, 28/8.            C.&G. Wilkinson 72.3%. and A.Grimsdale & G.Panton 74.3%.   
  

PROMOTIONS :CONGRATULATIONS FROM BEVERLEE TRAVERS & NOELINE ROSSITER 

graduate: Edward Pirotta.        club: Tony Travers.                            local** Judith Bell.   

regional* Toni Landis.              national**Anna Cornell-Bray        bronze life: Michael Congreve.                        

 
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS:   FROM LINDSAY KUBLER (MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY).  

Judy Fitzgerald…..Phone 0412739984.  Joy Shirley…..Phone 5527 8681. (Both Home Club Elsewhere). 
Membership as at August 2012 = 716.   Home Club 548 (inc.Life 29) + Non Affiliated 168 = 716.   

 
QBA  ALERTING  REGULATIONS:    AS REQUESTED BY A MEMBER. 

1. You may not have secret agreements with your Partner, neither in bidding nor in card play.  

2. Each pair is required to have two legibly prepared systemically identical ABF system cards on the table for the   

    opposing pair before the start of play. The purpose of an alert is to draw attention to any call that has a special  

    meaning, or a meaning the opponents may not expect.  

3. The fact that your system card explains the meaning of a call, does not remove the obligation to alert it verbally  

    when required by these obligations.  

4. Opening bids which should be alerted are:1C/D if less than 3 cards in the suit; 1H/S if less than 4 cards in the suit;  

    1H/S bid which systemically denies 4 of the other major; 2H/S showing hearts/spades & another; 2C where there   

    are only 5 clubs & also four of a major; strong artificial 2C, 2D; or any opening bid which is not a natural bid. 

5. A natural suit bid is one that conveys a willingness to play in the denomination named.  

6. A 2H or 2S bid which promises only hearts or spades, is not alertable whether strong or weak.   

7. Some calls are self alerting, such as: doubles, redoubles, cue bids of an opponent’s suit, all calls at the four level or  

    higher, and any 2C response to a 1NT opening bid in an uncontested auction. If ever in doubt, call your Director.                                                                                
 

WHO AM  I? – GETTING TO KNOW YOUR BRIDGE MATES.   

 “I was born in Auckland, New Zealand, one of four children. When I completed my high school education I 

became a hairdresser, then some years later I was given the position as one of the Ground Hostesses at the newly 

opened Auckland International Airport. I was the first Passenger to fly into that airport in a small aircraft captained by 

Freddy Ladd. I was fortunate enough to meet Tom Jones when he came to N.Z. for his only show in Auckland, and he 

invited me as his special guest to the show and afterwards to a party in his honour. I guess you could call that my 

“claim to fame”. Incidentally Tom is 76 – not the 70 that the press report him to be. 

 I met my husband on a pontoon in the middle of Lake Moondarra, Mt. Isa. We were married in 1970 in 

Auckland and went to England for two years, where we lived on the Isle of Wight and worked in the hotel his parents 

owned in Bembridge. We then travelled to Canada where we stayed for 12 years. I have one daughter and two sons, 

two of whom were born in Canada and the other in N.Z., and I also have one beautiful grandson. We came back to 

Australia in 1985 where we part owned and managed a very large hotel in Warners Bay, Newcastle. We moved to the 

Gold Coast in 1988 and have lived here ever since. Who am I?”  (See “From the Editor” back page). 



GENERAL NEWS: 

*Attendance Analysis: July 2012 - 3,670 Attendees. July 2011 - 3,550 Attendees. Up 120 (Computer stats.). 

*The Super Congress in Coffs Harbour was a great success, with plenty of social opportunities for mixing and  

  mingling with the other players. Kaye Donaldson & Jan Palm (SPBC) and Sylvia Foster & Patricia Kull in the Open   

  Teams had a very successful tournament, coming 17
th
 out of 70 against a very strong field. In the same Competition,   

  there was another section for the under 1000 MP group and the ladies did well there too. They not only came second,  

  but they also picked up a neat $100 each! Congratulations to the team, well done!       

*Birgitt (Bingham) will be away from 13/9 to 20/9. Anyone requiring partners contact Betty Lever on 5573 6753. 

*Doreen Hinton advises that ‘In the Mood - Again’, a brand new show based on the great songs from the 40s & 50s,  

  will play at the Spotlight Basement Theatre on Thursday 27/9 at 7.30 pm, and Sunday 30/9 at 2.00pm. Price $30 plus  

  Booking Fee, or Theatre Party Price $24 pp no Booking Fee. Ph 5668 8625 or taurus28@virginbroadband.com.au 

*They’re baack! Leaving behind the New Zealand winter and now appearing on our Winner’s Lists and 70%’s Page,  

  are S.P.B.C. Members Carol and George Wilkinson. Welcome back, and we hope you enjoy your stay here. 

*Just for Laughs: B.B.O. New to the table, South on my right opens 3H. I have 1 heart, 13 HCP, & 4x4x4 suit. With  

  great expectations I double, only to see Partner pass! In horror I presume he’s a Beginner, and without checking I type  

  patiently “a double over a pre-empt is for take out Partner”. He says nothing, but at game’s end when they are 800   

  down, his Expert fingers are on fire as he types “DON’T PRESUME TO GIVE ME LESSONS, YOU BRIDGE MIDGET!!!!!!!!”  

  Serves me right! I haven’t stopped laughing since, but I do wish Michael Congreve would stop calling me Bridget! mg  
 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE M.C.M. 15/8/12.  (FAYE’S FULL REPORT ON NOTICE BOARD).  
*Two aluminium ramps will be installed for easier wheelchair access through the sliding door. Trevor to organise. 

*Kaye suggested (carried) that at Congresses, enlarged hand records be placed on a notice board after every round.  

*The Treasurer’s report was tabled & showed a surplus of $2,851 for July, helped by the Congress and Raffle profits. 

*Kathy Newman has resigned as Office Manager. Pat acknowledged that Kathy’s contribution to the Club had been 

  enormous, and was very much appreciated.   

*Congress days. Pat suggested more hired help be engaged in the kitchen on Congress days. She thanked Anna & Jan    

  for their efforts at the July Congress, & asked them to discuss what help would be required for September Congress. 

*House interiors - Pat advised of another (anonymous) donation of $400 which will be used to further supplement the  

  cost of the new stands for pencils etc. Evol will have carpet prices & samples for the next meeting. A new hot water  

  urn has been purchased to replace the one which was not working. 

*The recent raffle made a profit of $1,500 and Jan advises another raffle will be drawn at our September Congress.  

*Teacher’s panel. Kaye will be the Teacher for the Beginner’s Lessons commencing on 6/10/12. Jan Pearson has at  

  least four tables of Beginners each week, & Birgitt has four tables of learners at the next level on Saturday Morning. 

  Saturday and Tuesday supervised play groups are going well, and Kaye had 54 players attend her intermediate lesson  

  on 4/8/12. The 100 mps section has not been well attended and will cease forthwith.  

  Thanks to our Committee and Volunteers for all their hard work. 
 

“THE VALUE BID”  BY PAUL MARSTON  -  FROM KAYE DONALDSON. 

 If you discover your fit before the opponents get together, you have the opportunity to strike the first blow. The 

most effective tactic is to bid directly to your trump level. There you have the security that one side or the other will be 

making. By bidding directly to the level of your trump fit, you force the opponents to make the last guess. The last 

guess is all risk and no gain. If they guess right they merely stay in the fight, but if they guess wrong they are finished. 

 It is important to realize that in bidding directly to your trump fit, you are not bidding to make and you are not 

bidding to go down. Nor are you showing points or making a pre-empt - you are simply bidding the value of your hand, 

making a Value Bid. 
 

TIPS FOR BRIDGE PLAYERS   -   FROM  MARTY BERGEN.    

“He who knows goes...” Good bidding is based on the exchange of relevant information - but you do not need to talk    

about every suit in your hand. E.g. West opens the bidding with 1S and East responds 1NT. With game points and a self 

sufficient Spade suit, West always intends to play in Spades. Therefore, there is no need for him to introduce a new 

suit. At his 2
nd

 turn he should bid 4s. The bottom line is: “When you know where you want to play, bid it”! 
 

FROM THE EDITOR…..MERLE GOLTZ. Thank you to Angela de Marr for her contribution to Who Am I? 

Everybody tells me this is their favourite segment, but nobody wants to volunteer their story. Each month I ask some-

one to contribute, and replies are: “Yes, but later on” or “No!” or “I haven’t done anything worth writing about” or they 

are so distraught at the mere suggestion that it’s with great trepidation that I approach the next person. So I’m sending 

out a special plea to Members to keep the segment going. From now on I’m removing myself from the “front line” and 

will email Members direct to ask if they will write a small piece about themselves, or give me a few dot points & I’ll 

extend them. Don’t worry, if you say no I will respect your decision and not harass you further. I know that some 

stories are always going to be more interesting than others, but so what? That’s life! Last year’s Contributors were: 

Michael Congreve, Jim Aiken, Margaret Chesser, Jennifer & John Sawyer, Ron Haynes, Peg Watkinson, Les 

Somerfield, Claire Sutherland, Erica Schweiter, Murray Anderson, Roy Roberts, Angela de Marr. Thank you all.  

mailto:taurus28@virginbroadband.com.au

